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                H 9th Lit/Comp
    ..  Course Syllabus Fall 2018
Email: Kimberly.McCarter@cobbk12.org 
Phone:  (678) 594-8104 
Room:  9111
Web Site: www.kmcauthor.com        
Materials and Daily Assignments can be accessed on my web site (there is a link to my site on the school web site).
Parents and Students:              

The easiest way to contact me is via my e-mail.   I always respond as quickly as possible to parents and students who contact me.  If you feel that I have not responded quickly enough to your request, please feel free to repeat your e-mail. ALL EMAILS RECEIVED WITHOUT A SUBJECT ARE DELETED.
Textbook:

SpringBoard English Language Arts: Grade 9 

Course Description:

Honors 9th Literature has an integrated curriculum designed to increase and refine reading, writing, listening/speaking, and college readiness skills. Students will be encouraged to think critically about literature through text to self, text to text, and text to world connections. They will plan, draft, polish and publish written compositions of narrative, expository, argumentative, interpretive, and reflective modes. Students will have opportunities to complete research processes that adhere to MLA guidelines. 
The course is designed to prepare students for the rigor of continued course work in sophomore, junior, and senior honors or AP English classes, as well as develop skills needed for success on the AP Language and Composition exam and the AP Literature and Composition exam. Most importantly, this class will lay the foundation for success in future classes, the workforce, and beyond.
What Sets Honors Students Apart? They generally have… 

1. the ability to read accurately with insight, sophistication, and a critical and analytical focus. 
2. the ability to engage in intelligent discussion through active listening and constructive discourse. 
3. the desire to learn beyond the obvious or superficial; they will be self-motivated and hard working. 
4. the desire to attain the highest personal level of scholarly achievement. 
5. a sense of personal and social responsibility; not a "hitchhiker" or someone who discourages/ demoralizes/derails class progress. 6. the willingness to accept constructive criticism. 
7. the patience to accept a variety of answers or unresolved questions as points of departure for further exploration. 
8. a robust command of the English language and writing skills or a willingness to catch up if there is a deficiency. 
9. solid organizational strategies at school and in their writing. 
10. a love of reading.
*All school policies outlined in the HHS Handbook are enforced in this classroom at all times. Always be courteous; remember that everyone in the classroom has something valuable to contribute to your education.

BOOKS AND MATERIALS
Textbooks:  

· SpringBoard English Language Arts: Grade 9. Students will have access to a set of books in the classroom; in addition, the textbook, which includes audio recordings for most selections along with activities, is available online. Please follow these directions to access the online textbook:
1. Go to https://clever.com/in/cobb
2. Click on the button labeled “Log in with Clever.”

3. Enter your user name and password. For the first time, enter your student number for both the user name and password. When prompted, you may change your password.

4. Click on the SpringBoard icon.

· Your Essay and Multimedia Project: What Your Teacher Expects. This text contains critical information concerning components of successful essays, a step-by-step guide for writing an essay, MLA formatting criteria and step-by-step directions, and tips and technical information for multimedia projects. A PDF copy of this document is available for viewing and/or download in the main directory of the class Google drive.
Parallel and School-Provided Novels and Texts:  

Students will read the following novels, either in whole or in part:

· The Tempest (Folger Shakespeare Edition) by William Shakespeare*
· The Night Circus by Erin Morgenstern*
· Selections from the SpringBoard text
· Teacher-selected passages from published AP and College Board materials
*Students are very strongly encouraged to procure their own copies of these texts, as they will be expected to annotate and highlight passages during our analysis process.
Online Support Materials

Classroom Handouts: Many classroom handouts can be downloaded from the Google shared drive!

Literature. Login information to access the online textbook is at the top of this page.

Grammar, usage, and mechanics and Standardized Test Preparation:  SAT Online program (available at http://www.satonlinecourseschool.com); USA Testprep (available at www.usatestprep.com). Additional resources are available on my web site.

Turnitin.com: All major writing assignments must be submitted to Turnitin.com BEFORE they will be graded.

NOTE on items designated as a match: As long as your matching text is in quotation marks and properly documented, the match is not a problem. Teachers expect to see that you have properly referenced an appropriate amount of scholarly support in your writing. 

TurnItIn.com

You are required to use TurnItIn.com for the majority of your written assignments. Here is how to access our class:

1. Go to www.turnitin.com.

2. If you have an account already, log in. 

a. Click “Enroll in a Class.” 

b. Use the section code and enrollment password below.

3. If you are creating an account, in the top right corner of the screen, you’ll see “Create Account.” Click there.

a. Under “Create a New Account,” click “Student.”

b. Enter the section code and enrollment password below, then complete your personal information. You must use an email address.
c. Click “I Agree.”

4. Enter your class section code and enrollment password:
     4th Period: Section Code: 18603142
Enrollment Password: h9litcomp
To Submit a Document to TurnItIn.com
1. Log in.

2. Find our class and click on it.

3. Find the assignment and click “Submit.”

4. Give your submission a title, then choose a file from your computer documents. If your file is on a flash drive, insert the flash drive first, then click “Choose from this computer” and find your flash drive. DO NOT COPY/PASTE YOUR TEXT!
You MUST submit written work as a Microsoft Word document, a Google doc, or a text file. If you try to submit a type of document that Turnitin cannot check, the document will NOT submit. 
5. Click “Upload.”

6. Review your submission and click “Confirm.”

7. You’ll receive a “digital receipt” via email. Keep this! If you do not receive a digital receipt, your document did not submit. You must try again. Make sure you are submitting the correct type of document. Try a different Web browser. If neither of these suggestions help, contact your teacher.
To Contribute to a Discussion on TurnItIn.com

1. Log in.

2. Find our class and click on it.

3. Click “Discussions” and find the correct discussion topic, then click on that topic.

4. Click “Reply to this topic.”

5. Enter your comment, PROOFREAD, then click “Submit Reply to Topic.”

Required Resources 

1. A composition notebook 

2. Glue sticks or tape 

3. Highlighters of various colors 

4. Pens and pencils 

5. Notebook paper 

6. A pocket folder with fasteners or a small binder 

Requested Resources 

1. Access to Google drive or Office 365 (Cobb County has provided an account for each student) 

2. Post-it Notes 

3. A personal pair of scissors 

Classroom wish list items 

1. Tissues 

2. Colored printer paper 

3. Clorox wipes 

4. Expo markers 

5. Sharpies 

6. Mr. Sketch markers 

7. Fun pens 

8. For you to have a great time in ELA this year
GRADES will be determined on the following percentages:



Reading Literary and Informational (35%)

Writing/Conventions (35%)

Speaking, Listening, and Language (10%)

EOC (20%)





· In the unlikely event of a discrepancy on a student’s grade, students MUST  produce the graded assignment for any possible grade changes.  Keep all your work!

Grade Reporting:  

Grades will be reported through StudentVUE/ParentVUE.  An app for this system allows parents and students access to grades through many smart phones and tablets. Parents are encouraged to check student grades on a regular basis.  Grades are updated regularly.  Parents can receive information about account access in the Main Office.
NOTE: When the grade place is first created, the name of the item will appear in the gradebook, but the item will not affect the student’s average until a grade has been entered. The space will remain blank until the assignment has been graded and grades have been entered. If a grade of zero is entered, it means that grades for that assignment have been entered and the student DID NOT HAND IN the assignment.  If a student is absent, he/she MUST make up the missed work within 3 school days. Work not made up will be assigned a grade of zero until it is made up (or permanently, if the task is not completed in a timely manner).
Grade Remediation and Standards-based Grading:

By the end of the course, students are expected to demonstrate their ability to perform actions specified by the Georgia Department of Education. These expectations are written in the Common Core Georgia Performance Standards for the course. Each classroom assignment is associated with one or more of these performance standards. The teacher will determine how well the student has mastered each of the standards associated with the assignment. 

NOTE: Assignments will be graded based on the quality and accuracy of the student’s performance of each standard. Completion grades are not given. Please understand that while hard work and long hours spent working on a task often result in a quality product, this is not always the case. Grades cannot be elevated based upon time and effort spent on the task. Grades are based solely on mastery of the standards. If students have questions about how they should complete tasks in order to demonstrate mastery, they are encouraged to ask the teacher.
It is possible that the same standard could be addressed more than once during the class. Typically, when this occurs, the later assignments assess the standard at a higher level of skill than the earlier assignments, requiring that the students acquire and demonstrate an increasingly complex level of skill as the course progresses. If a student demonstrates a higher level of skill later in the course for the exact same standard assessed earlier, the new grade can replace the earlier grade (since the student has obtained a higher level of skill). If a student wishes for a later grade to replace an earlier grade for this reason, the student must detail the request in writing to the teacher. 

Some standards may be assessed only once on a summative assessment during the course. This provides the opportunity for students who can demonstrate mastery to avoid additional work on a skill they have already mastered. It also provides the opportunity for students who have NOT mastered the skill to receive additional instruction and the opportunity to attempt the demonstration of skill again (and improve the associated grade!). 

It is strongly suggested that the student meet with the teacher AFTER SCHOOL to receive direction and feedback before attempting grade remediation. Completing an assessment twice in an inappropriate manner will NOT result in a higher grade. Doing it wrong twice isn’t better; it’s just MORE. If a student does not understand any portion of an assignment, meeting with the teacher will often clarify what must be done in order to receive a more satisfactory grade.

ASSIGNMENTS
Handing in Assignments: Unless specified otherwise, daily assignments should be handed in to the appropriate class-period basket on the table by the door. Assignments should NEVER be emailed to the teacher. Our school spam filter often blocks emails with attachments and we never see them. If you want to send an email to alert the teacher that you have handed in something in Turnitin.com, it is fine to do so, but please do NOT email the actual assignment to the teacher. She will view the assignment in Turnitin.com.
Major assignments will be collected individually – students will be called to bring assignments to the teacher. If students do not have major assignments on the due date, they will be asked to sign to indicate that they did not have the assignment. Failure to hand in assignments on time may affect the student’s ability to remediate the grade for the standards assessed on the assignment. All major assignments, including essays, are expected to be handed in, typed and printed, at the beginning of class on the day they are due. Assignments may be handed in early to avoid problems and penalties (as well as to receive priority grading).

Late Assignments. Assignments should be handed in as specified by the teacher.
Advice on How to Handle Late Work or “Assignment Emergencies” 

Step One: Avoid it at all costs. 
Step Two: Freak out for a reasonable amount of time, but then talk to me as soon as possible and tell me honestly what’s going on. 
Step Three: Do the work. 
Step Four: Turn in the work. 
Step Five: Accept that late Formative work and homework will not be accepted. Summative and major work will incur automatic loss of points (10% if turned in by 11:59 p.m. on the original due date; 30% if turned in any time during the two days following the due date, weekends included). 
Step Six: Mourn this loss. Our work matters. 
Step Seven: Move on. 
Step Eight: See step one. 
*Working ahead of the deadline and saving to your Google Drive will eliminate almost all “emergencies.” For required Turnitin.com submissions, papers that are not submitted online will earn a ZERO.
Multi-Media Assignments. Multi-media assignments should be handed in one or more of the following ways:

· through Turnitin.com, 

· on a flash/USB drive, 
· in a student’s school directory, 

· on a shared Google drive (when appropriate).

DO NOT EMAIL ASSIGNMENTS TO ME!
Essays. Essays must be submitted in electronic copy on Turnitin.com AND submitted in hard copy (printed on paper) to the teacher ON or BEFORE the due date.
Students are expected to appear in class with assignments in hand on the day they are due OR BEFORE. Students may NOT print assignments in the classroom during the class period (before and after school printing is fine). Students may NOT leave the classroom to print assignments elsewhere. PLAN AHEAD. If students do not have the assignments in their possession physically to hand to the teacher when their names are called, the assignments are late and appropriate penalties will be assessed. There are no surprise major assignments – students will have plenty of warning as to when assignments are due and are expected to plan accordingly. Assignments MAY always be handed in early.
ALL papers should be typed in MLA format as specified by the Essay Guide.
Make-Up Assignments. 

· If a student is absent, he/she should make every attempt to get and complete the assignment BEFORE RETURNING TO CLASS/WHILE ABSENT (check the assignments posted on the class web site and the Google drive). 

· Students are allowed the same number of days they were absent to complete missing work. (For example, if a student misses class for two days, he/she has two days to turn in the missed work.)
· Assignments handed in beyond the allowed number of days after the student’s return to school will be considered Late and credit will be reduced accordingly.
· Students must have an EXCUSED ABSENCE in order to make up work.  The county policy will be strictly enforced. Work missed due to an unexcused absence cannot be made up unless prior arrangements have been made with the administration.   
· It is the STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY to obtain and submit missed work.   I post assignments on the class web site; you will need to check the blog for your makeup work.  If any handouts were given on the day you were absent, they will be in the in the “extra handouts” basket in the classroom as well as on our Google drive (if possible). It is YOUR responsibility to retrieve handouts and borrow notes from a classmate.  

· Missed class time can greatly affect a student’s progress.  Some of the activities cannot be made up because they require a class.  I will make every effort to fill in a student; however, it cannot make up for the group experience that will be missed. Graded discussions cannot be made up and students who miss the discussion will receive NO CREDIT for the discussion.

· Tests and quizzes should be made up within 3 days of an absence.  

· All assignments missed due to absence will be recorded as a zero until the assignment is turned in and graded.

· Missing Long Term Assignments:  Students who miss a previously announced project due date are expected to turn in the assignment on or before the due date.  (If you know you will be out on a due date, make sure you hand in assignments before you go!) 
· Students may stay AFTER school on most days to make up assignments. Please check with me and make sure I will be here after school. 
KEEP ALL OF YOUR RETURNED WORK!!!!
In the unlikely event of a discrepancy on a student’s grade, students MUST produce the graded assignment for any possible grade changes.  Keep all of your work!

EXTRA HELP

Students who are having difficulty are encouraged to stay AFTER school and meet with the teacher for individualized assistance. Please check with me and make sure I will be here after school on the day you wish to come. I am available after school on most days. 
SCHOOL AND CLASSROOM POLICIES 

Errands: Hall passes are provided for errands, but students are expected to exercise courtesy in coming and going.  Students are not allowed to leave during important presentations/lectures. Students should leave the room only when absolutely necessary. Excessive errands from the room may result in the withdrawal of the privilege. Students must sign in and out on the appropriate clipboard by the door and take the hall pass with them. Students who fail to sign in and out will no longer be allowed to leave the room.
Food and Drink:  Only WATER (clear, unflavored, unsweetened) is allowed in the classroom.  

Homework: This is an incredibly busy semester with many tasks we must complete: read and analyze literature that traces the development of literature in Britain (focusing on representative selections, authors, and genres from each period), read several parallel texts, review grammar concepts, conduct outside research, write sample pieces reflective of various genres, and the list goes on. There is simply not enough time in 1.5 hours a day to complete all of this in class. Because of this, students are responsible for completing tasks at home, using class meetings as a time to get instruction and assistance on the tasks they must complete. It is RARE that students will be able to report truthfully that they have no homework. Please check the blog for assignments.

Tutoring/Extended Learning: Many of the concepts and skills we will use in this class are concepts and skills that students already know, such as literary analysis and MLA documentation. We will be working with those skills at a more advanced level and will not have time in class for extended review of the basic concepts. I am available to work with students upon request, and I would encourage my students to come see me if at all possible. Please check with me and make sure I will be here when you wish to come for assistance.

Cell Phone Policy
Students shall not use, display, or turn on cellular phones, video phones, or electronic devices during instruction time except when a teacher uses these devices for instructional purposes.  The consequences for inappropriate cell phone use include detention, confiscation of device, and/or academic referral. Cell phones may be charged ONLY in the designated charge area.  

TARDINESS 
Students are expected to be in school and in each class on time! Students who are tardy to class or school must report to the Attendance Office or the Freshman Office, as appropriate, for a tardy pass. Please note that the tardy bell indicates the END of the walking period; hence, if you are outside the classroom, you are tardy. If you are tardy to school or class, disciplinary action will be taken. 

When the bell BEGINS ringing, that means the travel period is OVER. If you are still in the hall – even one foot – you are tardy to class.

Up to 3 tardies to class warrant a student conference about the benefits of prompt arrival. The 4th tardy results in parent notification and student discipline of Saturday school. The 5th tardy is two days of Saturday school, and further tardies result in ISS. 
THE SCHOOL DRESS CODE WILL BE ENFORCED IN THIS CLASSROOM AT ALL TIMES. Please be aware that disciplinary action based on a dress code violation will result in the revocation of the exam exemption privilege. 
Classroom Expectations and Policies:

1. Be prepared to take notes. While my classes are frequently broken up into activities, discussions, lectures, presentations, assessments, etc., expect to take notes on a regular basis. *Never ask the question “do we need to know this?” and instead, assume that if we are discussing it in class, you will be assessed on it.  
2. Do not ask, “Are you taking this for a grade?” The answer will be “Yes,” whether I intend to take a grade on the assignment or not. All assignments are carefully constructed to provide students with opportunities to develop skills and master standards. Whether or not the assignment will be graded should not determine whether or not the student takes advantage of the opportunity to develop mastery of the associated skill.
3. This is a course based on learning, not grades.  If you do the work, and work to learn, the grades will come on their own. 
4. Please do not get up out of your seat if anyone (including the teacher) is addressing the whole class. 

5. No student may leave the classroom in the first or last ten minutes of class.
6. Students are not dismissed by the ringing of the bell, but directly by the teacher. No student will be allowed to stand at the door awaiting the dismissal bell. 
7. Classroom behavior should demonstrate maturity, responsibility, and respect for yourself, your teacher and each other.
8. Come to class fully prepared each day, ready to work, and ready to learn! 
9. Have the highest expectations for yourself and plan to succeed. “Whether you think you can or think you can’t – you are right”   - - Henry Ford

10. Participate in all class activities and always bring materials to class. Students should limit topics of discussion to those relevant to class lessons and should actively participate in all class activities. 
11. Show respect for yourself and others. My classroom is a learning environment, and we are a class community.  Everyone needs to feel comfortable and encouraged within these four walls.  I expect you to exhibit maturity and tolerance for the opinions of others at all times.
12. Behave appropriately at all times. After a warning is given for inappropriate behavior, the disciplinary action code will be followed: (1) Student/Teacher Conference, (2) Parent Contact, (3) Detention, (4) Administrative Referral PLEASE NOTE:  All detentions are served on specific dates set by your teacher.  It is YOUR responsibility to make arrangements to be here for detentions.  Failure to attend an assigned detention will result in a referral to an administrator.
13. Practice exemplary academic integrity & honesty.  
Plagiarism and Academic Honesty
Academic dishonesty of any sort will not be tolerated. Students cheating on assignments or tests will earn a zero and disciplinary action will be taken. Academic dishonesty consists of but is not limited to copying homework, cheating, plagiarism, and using films and Cliffs Notes (or a similar device) in place of reading the original works; we will use Turnitin.com as a safety net. I am certain all my students will rise to the challenge of providing insightful, intelligent, and original products for this course. To avoid plagiarism, seek help from your teacher or the writing center.

Plagiarism is the act of using another person’s ideas and expressions in your writing without acknowledging the source. Repeating another’s words, phrases or sentences without quotation marks and proper citation is one form of plagiarism. Restating another’s “apt phrase,” argument or idea without proper citation is also plagiarism as it indicates the work is your own rather than that of the original source (MLA Handbook).

Consequences for plagiarism include receiving an F (0 points) on the assignment and a disciplinary referral an administrator for disciplinary action. According to the Cobb County Code of Student Conduct, plagiarism is “copying of another person’s words or the expression of an idea and representing it as one’s own.” Penalties for cheating and plagiarism will be assessed on ALL assignments: tests, quizzes, reports, homework, essays, projects, etc. All assignments given in this class are individual assignments unless otherwise explicitly stated in writing.  Collaboration with peers on individual assignments is considered cheating.  

**Keep in mind: Being a member of the National Honor Society is something to work toward. If you receive a referral for any reason, especially for cheating — at any time in your high school career — membership in this prestigious society will be jeopardized.
After reading the above guidelines, please sign & return the attached sheet.  These policies are subject to change at any time.  Students and parents will be notified of any significant changes.  
These policies are to remain in the front of your binder for the entire semester.  

Honors 9th Literature/Composition Policies & Procedures Contract

I have read, understand, and agree to abide by the policies & procedures, including the policy on cheating and plagiarism, for H 9th Lit/Comp, taught by Dr. Kimberly McCarter at Harrison High School. 

Printed Student Name: ___________________________________________________Class Period: _____

Student's Signature: ___________________________________________________________________

Student Email Address:_________________________________________________________________

Parent's/Guardian’s Printed Name: _________________________________________________________________

Parent's/Guardian’s Signature: ____________________________________________________________________

Parent's/Guardian’s E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________________

(If you check your e-mail often, please include your address. I have found that, because of our varying schedules, contact via e-mail is most successful.) 
Additional Parent E-Mail Address: __________________________________________________________________

Parallel Readings Acknowledgement & Approval

I have specifically read the portion discussing the planned texts for this semester.  I acknowledge these selections and give approval for my child to participate in these class reading assignments. Please note questions or concerns below.


Parent/Guardian Signature:  ___________________________________________________________________

Date:  ____________________________________________

Parents’ Homework
Please visit my web site, www.kmcauthor.com and fill out the Parent/Guardian Information Form accessible from the About Me & Contact drop-down selections. Students will receive an extra credit opportunity if both the student AND a parent/guardian fill out the information within the first two weeks of the semester.
Harrison High School


Mission Statement:  


Helping Our Youth Achieve by


Providing


Real-world


Instruction through


Diverse


Education
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